Ashville Elementary School 2010-2011
Overview for Reading – 3rd grade – Theme 3

The weekly stories are online at https://www-k6.thinkcentral.comYour child’s username is his/her first initial and last name typed together; the password is his/her initials and lunch account number. Below is an outline for the next 5 weeks. 
	Lesson
	Main Selection
	Genre – category or type of writing
	Phonics/

spelling
	Focus Skill –

taught for 2 weeks
	Additional skills/ Fluency focus (taught for 2 weeks)

	Lesson 11
	“Loved Best” page 306
	Realistic Fiction – characters and events that are like people and events in real life

Fables – stories that teach lessons about life (“The Shepherd Boy and the Wolf”) 
	-le  

consonant joins the –le creating a syllable 
	Plot – the events in the story that tell what happened (plot includes: problem, important events, and solution)


	Context clues – to look at the words around an unknown word to get clues

Alphabetizing – organizing words in alphabetical order
Synonyms – words that mean nearly the same

Antonyms – opposite in meaning

Fluency – read with expression

	Lesson 12
	“A Pen Pal for Max” page 338
	Realistic Fiction – characters and events that are like people and events in real life

Postcard – communication tool usually has a picture of point of interest 
	Silent letters

Digraphs -

kn (n)  gn (n)

wr (r)  gh (f more than one sound)

Homophones – words that sound the same
	
	

	Lesson 13
	“A Tree is Growing” page 370
	Expository Nonfiction – real facts about a topic (to explain information) 
	Sounds for c and g

C – when followed by e or i has the /s/ sound

G – when followed by e or i has the /j/ sound 
	Author’s Purpose – authors write stories, books, articles, etc. with a purpose in mind. For example - to entertain, to inform, to persuade, to send a message

Main idea and details

Main idea – most important idea

Details – support the main idea

Ask questions – list questions you have before reading, during and after
	Graphic aids – explain ideas, gather and organize information, 

(photographs, drawings, maps, charts, graphs, and diagrams)

Reference sources: dictionary, thesaurus, encyclopedia, atlas

Cause and effect – effect – what happened cause – why it happened

Fluency focus – intonation – good readers speak clearly and change their voices

	Lesson 14
	“One Small Place in a Tree” page 408 
	Expository Nonfiction – real facts about a topic 
	Syllable patterns v/cv or vc/v

long or short first vowel sound decides syllable 
	
	

	Lesson 15
	“Ask the Experts” page 432
	Readers’ Theater – play

Topic – advice column 
	Review

-le, 

-digraphs (kn, gn, wr, gh) 

-soft c and g, 

-syllable patterns

v/cv or vc/v
	-Plot 

-Author’s purpose

-Story structure

-Ask questions 
	- Context clues

- Graphic aids 

- Text features of a chapter book

Fluency focus – expression / intonation 


Every week he/she will have a comprehension test on a story, a vocabulary usage test and spelling test. Other tests will be based on reading skills. 

