Ashville Elementary School 2010-2011
Overview for Reading – 3rd grade Theme 4 

The weekly stories are online at https://www-k6.thinkcentral.com. Your child’s username is his/her first initial and last name typed together; the password is his/her initials and lunch account number. Below is an outline for the next 5 weeks. Every week he/she will have a comprehension test on a story, a vocabulary usage test and spelling test. Other tests are based on reading skills. 
	Lesson
	Main Selection
	Genre – category or type of writing
	Phonics/

spelling
	Focus Skill –

taught for 2 weeks
	Additional skills/ Fluency focus (taught for 2 weeks)

	Lesson 16
	“Lon Po Po” page 20
	Fairy tale – a story that takes place in a make-believe world

Poetry – short lines, rhyme, regular rhythm,  
	r-controlled or, ore, oar, our, ar
	Compare and contrast

 Compare – how they are alike

 Contrast – how they are different

Prefixes / suffixes

dis – “not”

-ly “in a certain way”

-er   compare two things 

-est   compare three or more things
	Character sketch – character traits

Plot – events that make-up the story

Prefixes and suffixes

re–  to do again

un- not

-ful “full of”

-less “without” 

Fluency focus – accuracy- read words accurately and clearly



	Lesson 17 
	“Two Bear Cubs”

page 52
	Play – a story that can be performed for an audience

(play scene – a story that can be performed, includes a cast, story is told through what the characters say)

Myth – a fiction story that tries to explain how something came to be
	r-controlled erm ir, ur, or,  ear
	
	

	Lesson 18
	“Me and Uncle Romie”

page 88
	Historical fiction – made up story set in the past

How-to article – learn how to make or do something
	Suffixes 

–er compare 2

-est compare 3 or more

-ly (in a certain way

-ful “full of” 
	Theme – the main message in a story

Follow directions – read all directions first, use clue words (first, second, third, next, then, finally) picture each step


	Dialogue – what characters in a story say out loud

Author’s purpose – to inform, entertain, or persuade

Fluency focus – phrasing grouping words together naturally, reading punctuation, 

	Lesson 19
	“Half-chicken”

page 120
	Folktale – a story that has been passed down through time
	Prefixes

un - not

re - again

dis - not


	
	

	Lesson 20
	“Backstage with Chris and Casey”

page 144
	Readers’ Theater Interview – people ask questions
	Review

r-controlled, prefixes, suffixes
	Compare and contrast, theme, follow directions, 
	Character sketch, plot prefixes, suffixes, dialogue, author’s purpose,


Lesson 16:  “Lon Po Po”
Spelling:  coarse, warm, soar, wore, swarm, form, story, warn, bore, sport, glory, force, course, before, fourth
1.  Charming:  If you are charming, you have a way of pleasing people with what you say and how you act
2.   Racket:  If you make a lot of noise, you are making a racket.
3.  Ingenious:  If you do something very clever or imaginative, you are ingenious.
4.  Outwit:  If you trick someone by doing something clever, you outsmart, or outwit him or her
5.  Tender:  Something, like food, that is tender is soft and easy to chew or cut.
6.  Disguised:  If you are disguised, you are wearing something that keeps people from knowing who you are.
7.  Brittle:   Things that are brittle are so stiff and hard that they break easily.
8.  Embraced:  If you hugged someone, you embraced that person.
9.  Cunning:  Someone who is cunning uses smart or tricky ways to get what he or she wants.
10. Delighted:  When you are very happy about something, you are delighted.

Lesson 17:  “Two Bear Cubs” 
Spelling:  word, girl, burn, work, hurt, verse, purse, clerk, earth, perfect, first, pearl, answer, person, thirsty

1.      Awe:  If something fills you with awe, you are amazed by it.
2.     Concentration:  concentration is focusing your attention on a single thing.
3.     Dilemma:  A dilemma is a problem or a difficult situation.
4.     Commendable:  If something is commendable, it is worthy of attention and praise.
5.     Glancing:  When you are glancing at something, you are taking a quick look at it.
6.     Scolding:  If you are scolding someone, you are angrily pointing out that person’s mistakes.
7.     Console:  When you comfort or cheer someone, you console him or her.
8.     Heroic:  Someone who is heroic is brave and acts like a hero.
9.     Drowsy:  When you are drowsy, you feel so sleepy that you can’t stay awake.
10.   Burden:  A burden is a heavy load that is difficult to carry.
Lesson 18:  “Me and Uncle Romie”

Spelling:  nicer, finest, useful, bigger, really, nicest, faster, lonely, quickly, careful, smaller, playful, biggest, slowly, thankful

1.      Dull:  When something is not shiny, it is dull.
2.     Towers:  Something that is very tall towers over shorter things.
3.     Masterpiece:  A great piece of art can be called a masterpiece.
4.     Heritage:  Memories and traditions of you family’s past are part of your heritage.
5.     Ruined:  If something is ruined, it is no longer any good.
6.     Crept:  If you crept, you moved slowly and carefully so that you wouldn’t be seen or heard.
7.     Glorious:  If something is so wonderful that you can hardly believe it, it is glorious.
8.     Memory:  A memory is something you remember.
9.     Streak:  To streak is to move very quickly from one place to another.
10.   Yanked:  If you yanked something, you gave it a quick, hard pull
Lesson 19:  “Half Chicken”

Spelling:  undo, redo, dislike, react, refill, uneasy, reread, unlike, remove, dishonest, unhappy, rebuild, displease, uncover, rewrite
1.  Deliberately:  If you move slowly and carefully, you move deliberately.
2.  Composed:  If you made up a song, you composed it.
3.  Gratitude:   If you thank someone for something, you are showing gratitude.
4.  Compassion:  If you are kind to someone who needs help, you are showing compassion.
5.  Swift:  Something that is swift moves very quickly.
6.  Vain:  If you are vain, you think highly of yourself.
7.  Overheard:  If you overheard what people said, you heard it without them knowing that you were listening.
8.  Suggested:  If you suggested something, you gave someone an idea.
9.  Enormous:  Something that is enormous is very big.
10. Exclaimed:  If you exclaimed something, you said it excitedly.
Lesson 20:  Theme Assessment 
  
